CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
It is probably the first time that potassium was made in this country. A letter sent by Cooper to his son-in-law, in which his experiments were described, is interesting and well deserves a place among these early writings:
DISCOVERY OF A NEW METAL, POTASSIUM.
MB. EDITOR:
Having just received from my father-in-law, Judge Cooper, of Northumberland (unanimously chosen a short time ago, Chemical Professor at the College of Carlisle), an account of the first successful attempt at making the new metal POTASSIUM in this country, I send it to you; believing many of your readers will feel interested in the detail of an experiment so beautiful, as well as so important to the theory of Chemistry,
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
J. MANNERS.
Extract of a letter from Judge Cooper of Northumberland to Dr. Manners of this city (Philadelphia).
NORTHUMBERLAND, June 28, 1811. DEAR SIR:
About a fortnight ago, Mr. Eeuben Haines of Philadelphia, brought me a few small pieces of POTASSIUM, which Mr. W. Hembell was so kind as to send me; he procured them from Mr. Johns, who had repeatedly made it, as I understand, at Mr. Davy's laboratory at the Royal Institute in London, from whence he brought some to Philadelphia. Mr. Johns, in company with Dr. Coxe, attempted to make it at Dr. Coxe's laboratory, but owing to some accident, the experiment did not succeed: probably Dr. Coxe has succeeded ere this; as a failure in the first repetition of a chemical experiment, is too common to furnish any ground of discouragement. The phenomena afforded by this substance were so pleasing and so extraordinary that
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